
PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
Dear Parents 

 
Welcome Back  
I would like to welcome back to school all 
families and extend a warm greeting to all 
new families. We have had a very smooth 
start to the school year and I would like to 
thank you for your support.   
 
New Staff and Staff Changes 
I would like to welcome Tes Lapham to our 
school. Tes will be teaching the grade 4 
and 5 class this year in the portable. 
 
Ms Treptow will continue to be our LOTE 
(Japanese) teacher and will work every 
Tuesday and Thursday. 
 
Mrs Guerin is the new specialist teacher 
and will teach across the curriculum in art, 
science, music, library and sport; including 
single sessions of literacy and mathemat-
ics in some classes. 
 
Mr Benz will teach private music. Mr Bro-
sche will not be returning to our school as 
he has a new position working in the wel-
fare sector in Wangaratta. We all wish Mr 
Brosche the best.  
 
Class Teachers this year are as follows- 
Prep / 1 Mrs Holloway 
Grade 1 / 2 Miss Maclean 
Grade 3 / 4 Mrs Presely 
Grade 4 / 5 Miss Lapham 
Grade 5 / 6 Mr Nilbett 
 
School Council Elections 
Thankyou to the School Councillors of 
2008, Paul Nieuwerth, Jenny Hanuska, 
Sam Reeves, Troy Montgomery, Michael 
Hardman and Brad Nilbett. 
 
New school councillor positions will be ad-
vertised on Monday the 16th of February. 
We will have two parent positions and one 
DEET position available. I encourage par-
ents to discuss nominations with their fami-
lies and peers.  The School Council meets 
two times per term and oversees finance, 
school wellbeing and school policy. 
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Special dates To Remember 
9 Feb 09 
Parent Club Meeting 
 
12 Feb 09 
School Council Meeting 
 
16 Feb 09 
Parent Club AGM 
 
6 & 7 Mar 09 
Wodonga Carnivale 
 
9 Mar 09 
Labour Day Holiday 
 
10 Mar 09 
Pet Care Incursion 
 
13 Mar 09 
School Fete 
 
23ð27 Mar 
Grade 5-6 Canberra Excursion 
 
26 Mar 09 
School Council 
 
29 Mar 09 
School Working Bee 
 
1 Apr 09 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
2 Apr 09 
Grade 2ðSleepover 
 
3 Apr 09 
Last DayðTerm 1 
2.30 pm Finish 
 
20 Apr 09 
Term 2 Commences 

Parent Club 
Parents are encouraged to attend Parents 
Club. Generally there are two meetings a 
term. Parents support the school in fund 
raising, uniform, food days and in many 
other facets of education. An informal 
meeting will be held on the 9th of February 
and the  Annual General Meeting will be 
held on 16th of February. I hope to see 
familiar and new faces there!  
 
Again thankyou to Sam Reeves and Dawn 
Cavanough for their support in executive 
roles in 2008.  
 
Somers Camp 
We have had five children from our school 
attending Somers Camp over the past 
week. We look forward to hearing about 
the leadership experiences of these chil-
dren;  
Madeline MacLean 
Sarah Kaindl 
Rea Marshall-Everett 
Josh Montgomery 
Cohen Howlett 
 
Hot Hot Weather 
It is obviously extremely hot at the mo-
ment. Please be reassured that the class 
rooms are air conditioned. It is essential 
that children have plenty of water to drink 
and wear their school hats.  
 
If temperatures are over 38 degrees (daily 
forecast) we will have children inside for 
most breaks 
11:00 - 11:30 Lunch and Play Outside 
11:30 - 12:00 Inside Classrooms / Library 
 

  2:00 - 2:15 Snack and Play Outside 
  2:15 - 2:30 Inside Classrooms / Library 
 
School Lunches and Snacks 
This year we will be eating food inside 
classrooms. If your child is not eating their 
lunch please send a short note to the class 
teacher. We are encouraging families not 
to send too much confectionary and/or 
junk food. Children should not be eating 
these foods before school. 
 

I hope your childôs start to the year has 
been most positive. 
Regards Donna Wright.  

ACTIVE AFTER  

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
 

Details regarding the Term 1 

A.A.S.C. programs will be  

included in next weeks newsletter. 



 ACCIDENT INSURANCE 

 Schools are reminded that the Department 
does not provide personal accident insurance 
for students.  Parents and guardians are gener-
ally responsible for paying the cost of medical 
treatment for injured students, including any 
transport costs, unless the injury is caused by 
the negligence (carelessness) of a Department 
or school council employee or volunteer. 

  Student accident insurance policies are avail-
able from the private insurance market.  These 
cover a range of medical expenses not covered 
by Medicare.  They can be obtained by parents 
for individual students.   

 We recommend all families, as a minimum, 

have ambulance cover. 

TERM DATES FOR CHILDREN - 2009 

 TERM 1 MONDAY 2 FEB 2009 -     

   3 APR 2009    

   PREPS COMMENCE - 

   TUESDAY 3 FEB 2009  

 TERM 2 MONDAY 20 APRIL 2009 -     

   26 JUN 2009  

 TERM 3 MONDAY 13 JUL 2009 -       

   18 SEP 2009 

 TERM 4 MONDAY 5 OCT 2009  -      

   18 DEC 2009 
 

REMINDER:  PREP CHILDREN DO NOT ATTEND 

SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAYS  

FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY, 2009. 

Language Centre at Wodonga Middle 
Years College 

Felltimber Campus 
Study a Language Other Than English in 2009 

 

The Victorian School of Languages (VSL) is a government 

school committed to the provision of language programs 

for students in Years 1-12.  Most classes are also open to 

adults.  If you are going on exchange, wanting to learn the 

language of your grandparents or travelling overseas then 

these may be the courses for you. 

 

The Language Centre in Wodonga has been going for 

five years and has increased the number of language 

choices available to students.  Languages for 2009 at this 

stage are Japanese, German, Italian, French, Chinese 

(Mandarin) and Spanish.  There is some demand for Dutch 

ï it will run if there are sufficient numbers.  Other new lan-

guages will also be introduced if there is sufficient demand. 

 

The classes run outside school hours, one afternoon after 

school, at the Felltimber Campus of Wodonga Middle 

Years College. 

  

Enrolments are being taken now.   

¶ The classes are available to all primary and secondary 

students from government, catholic and independent 

schools 

¶ Classes are available to students in Wodonga, Albury 

and surrounding areas 

¶ Adults are also welcome to apply ï we have increasing 

numbers enrolling 

¶ The languages and levels which actually run depend 

on student demand 

¶ The annual charge is $55 for students and $180 for 

adults 

The starting date for classes will be February 9
th
-10th 

  
Please contact Laurie Frost on 0427 564480 or Wodonga 
Middle Years College on 6057 9000 or  email frost-
crom@bigpond.com as soon as possible if you are inter-
ested or wish to obtain further information.  

Developing good nutrition 

habits in children 
 

Food preferences are established early in life and are learned via 

experiences with food and eating.  Schools are an important set-

ting for influencing the food habits of children as approximately 

37 per cent of a childôs total energy intake is consumed at 

school. Preferences for sweet, energy-dense foods are well de-

veloped by the time children attend school, and children will 

tend to choose these high sugar snack foods, if made available, 

in preference to more nutritious options. 

 

Key factors in the development 

of a childôs food preferences and 

eating behaviours are food avail-

ability and accessibility. There-

fore, creating a health promoting 

environment through school and 

home, is an important strategy in 

supporting children to make 

positive food choices. 

STUDENT BANKING 
 

Every Friday commencing Friday 13th February, 09 
 

Student Banking occurs every Friday at school. 
 

This is a great way to teach your children about the 
importance of savings and will help develop good 
habits for their future. 
 

If you are new to the school and your child already 
has an existing Youthsaver Account with the Com-
monwealth Bank then all you need do is send along 
their deposit book and money on banking day. 
 

If your child does not have a Youthsaver Account and 
you wish to commence using this facility then please 
contact the office for an application form. 

mailto:frostcrom@bigpond.com
mailto:frostcrom@bigpond.com


WELCOME BACK 
We would like to welcome all families, old and 
new, back to school.  We look forward to 
meeting and working with you during the year  
 

MEETING  
On Monday 9th February, 2009, we will be 
holding an informal meeting and cuppa in the 
parent club rooms following assembly.  This 
will be a great opportunity to come along and 
meet other parents.  Hope to see you there. 
 
 

               Donna Wright  
    Principal  

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS  
 

Are you thinking of volunteering to help in parent club or 
within your childôs class or on school excursions.  If so, 
then it is a requirement that you must have a current 
Working With Children Check conducted prior to doing so.   
 

If you are interested and require a Working With Children 
Check application form then please contact the office and 
one will be sent home to you. 

Education Maintenance Allowance  

 
 

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is provided to assist eligible families with the costs associated with the education of their 
children.   
 

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 
be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary school student up to the age of sixteen; and 
be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004 or be a 
Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a foster parent. 
 

Consequently parents/guardians are able to access the EMA if they have a valid Health Care Card or valid Pension Card. 
 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 1 (28 January 2009 which is the first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13 

July 2009).   The EMA application must be submitted to the school by 27 February 2009 for the first instalment and 7 August 2009 for 
the second instalment. 

 

The EMA provides an annual amount of $221 for primary students and $443 for secondary students and is paid in two instalments.  This 
amount is split evenly between the parents/guardians and the school.   
 

Students turning 16 years in 2009 will be paid on a pro rata basis. 
 

New EMA payment option for 2009 
 

Commencing in 2009, the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will introduce a new payment option for the pay-
ment of the Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) to parents.  
 

Under the new system, eligible parents will have the option to receive the 50% óparent portionô of the EMA payment directly into the par-
entôs nominated bank account, or as a cheque payment.  
 

The 2009 EMA application form includes a section for you to nominate whether you would like your EMA payment to be 
made to your own bank account or to receive your payment as a cheque (which is the current arrangement). The banking 
details required will include the BSB code and the account number. 
 
Payment Amounts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Parents with continuing eligibility, who are paid the first instalment of 2009 through this school will not be required to complete a new 
application for the second instalment.  Parents who transfer children to another school after 27 February 2009 and prior to or on 7 Au-
gust 2009, must reapply at the new school for the second instalment.  

 

EMA application forms are being sent home with the eldest child today.  Please complete and return to the 

office as soon as possible.  Remember we need to sight and photocopy your pension/concession card for 

our records.  

Instalment Portion Primary school* Secondary school* 

One Parent $  77.35 $  155.05 

  School $  77.35 $  155.05 

        

Two Parent $  33.15 $  66.45 

  School $  33.15 $  66.45 

        

  Total $  221 $  443 

TEACHER:  Eddie, name one important thing we have 
today that we didnôt have ten years ago. 

 
EDDIE:   Me! 



 

STUDENT BANKING 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 

NETBALL WODONGA 
 

Netball Wodonga Inc Registration for Satur-
day morning Junior Competition including 
Net Set Go 6-7 years, Netta 8-10 years Jun-
iors 11-17 years and Seniors Wednesday 
evening Competition for ages 13 and over. 
Thursday 12

th
 Feb 6-8pm, Friday 13

th
 Feb 6-

8pm, Saturday 14
th
 Feb 9-12 noon. 

 
VNA & Membership fees are payable on Registration days 
ï Seniors $55, Juniors$40, Modified $30 and Net Set Go 
$42.  Team and individual registrations welcome. 
 

For further information contact 

Kristen Simpson 

0260562309 or 60564309 

 

 

 

 

WOULD LIKE TO INVITE BOYS AND GIRLS OF ALL 

AGES TO JOIN UP WITH OUR 

*FAMILY FRIENDLY CLUB* 

 

 WHEN: SUNDAY 15TH FEBUARY 

 WHERE: JELBART PARK, LAVINGTON 

 TIME: 9.00am till 12.00pm 
 

COME AND MEET THE COACHES HAVE A KICK AND 

GET INVOLVED IN THE GAME THATôS  

ENJOYED BY OVER 260 MILLION PEOPLE  

WORLDWIDE. 
 

ENQUIRES: JASON FITZPATRICK 0412 856 284 

Lounging on High  
 

Every Friday 6.00pm to 9.00pm  
High Street, Wodonga  

 

Friday, February 13  
Free - Children's arts play, ac-

tivities and giant games  
Children's animal farm  

 

Live entertainment -  
Night Owls  
Food stalls  

 

Free bus service from 5.00pm  

DSTA  -  Defence Transition at Bandiana Primary 
 
The Defence School Transition Aide Program provides support to children of Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
members and their families, especially during the absence of a parent due to deployment or training. 
 
This year at Bandiana the role of DSTA is shared between Lena Murray and Janet Price.  We will be assisting 
students in the class room and in the yard from Monday through to Thursday.  We are also here to assist fami-
lies with information regarding local support services and the Defence Education Assistance Scheme. 
 
We would like to welcome all new students and families to Bandiana and welcome back our existing families. 
 
Unfortunately the Annual Welcome and Family Fun Day organised for this Saturday, 7th February, has been 
cancelled due to the forecast high temperatures.  Hopefully this day may occur sometime in the future, however 
in the interim please do not hesitate to contact myself or Janet if you have any queries or need assistance. 
 

LENA MURRAY AND JANET PRICE 

σϯϮᶯϴΞυϯϲϧϥϴΞϹϯϵϲΞϊϮϩϣϫϥϲϳέ 
 

The CommunityCrew@ Albury 
is seeking donations for 

Bettyôs Place Womanôs Refuge 
 

Weôre helping Bettyôs Place Womanôs Refugeð
Albury/Wodonga. 

 

Not many of us are aware of the needs as they assist 
350 families each year in the Albury/Wodonga and 
surrounding areas.  The woman and children who 
find themselves at Bettyôs Place almost always arrive 
late at night, in a police car, with only the clothes they 
are wearing.  Invariably they need to shower and 
change into clean clothes. 
 

We would like to help them in a unique way by mak-
ing sure they have at least a new pair of clean knick-
ers to change into - S, M, L, XL, XXL and boy and 
girlsðall sizes are required. 
 

Of course they also need many other everyday per-
sonal items such as Soap, Shampoo, Conditioner, 
Toothpaste, Toothbrush, Comb, Brush, and any 
other Toiletry items. 
 

By making a donation you will be helping women and 
children that are in crisis.  All and any donations will 
be greatly appreciated and accepted.   
 

Any donations can be forwarded to the school office.  
Please have all donations in by 20th February, 2009.  


